Lingo

(Tanner, a thirty six year old man sits at a bar. He is
snooth and very attractive. He wears a stylish suit and
tie.

Eli enters. He's roughly the sane age but | ooks weat hered.
H s head is shaved covering a receding hairline. He wears a
bl ack suit jacket over jeans and an open collared shirt.

Eli sits beside Tanner.)

ELI
Tanner .
TANNER
Eli, oh my god.
ELI
VWhat ?
TANNER
You | ook different. But | guess | probably do too.
ELI
Not really.
TANNER
Ch.
ELI
It's okay.
TANNER
Thanks.
ELI
No problem You want a drink?
TANNER
" m having a Sam
ELI
Don’t know him
TANNER
A Sam Adans.
ELI
Uh- uh.

ELI calls the bartender over with his finger

ELI
Aenlivit. Eighteen. Neat.
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TANNER
Now that’s a drink. | bet it puts hair on your
chest.
ELI
It’s what | like to drink when other people are
buyi ng.
TANNER
.
ELI
Get ne?
TANNER
Yes.
ELI
Yes. k.
TANNER

Al'l business. That's probably better

ELI
Busi ness? Business is good.

TANNER
Oh, great. Gad to hear it.

ELI
But personal is better. Everything is personal these
days, you know?

TANNER
| ...sure.

ELI
Everything. Marriage. Friends. Wrk. GCetting fired.
Getting hired. They tell you it’'s not personal but it
is.

TANNER
Yeah.

ELI
Now you’'re hearing ne. Right? “You' re fired. Now
we fucked your whole Iife up. Now your dreans are
busted. By the way, it’s not personal.” That's what
they say, but it is really personal. | nmean it’'s
your life, right?

TANNER
Ri ght .
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ELI
God-dam right. But they say you have to be
pr of essi onal .

TANNER
Sure they do. That's the corporate lingo. The buzz
they try to sell ...

ELI
Exactly, Tanner. Exactly right. That’s the |ingo.
"’ mnot a professional.

TANNER
What ?
ELI
No way. |'ma professional, yeah. As in, I'"'ma pro
at what | do. The dictionary definition of
professional. That's nme. But not the lingo. Fuck

the lingo, Tanner, fuck it.

TANNER
Ri ght.
ELI
And I'm not all business. Like you said before. Al
busi ness? That's not nme either. | am ...personabl e.
Get ne?
TANNER
Sur e.
ELI
I mean, | like to know about ny business. Al the
angles, all the details, | want to know them
TANNER
Okay.
ELI

That’s why | think it’s good we know each other. W
don’'t know everything. You can't ever know
everything. Especially thoughts, the mnd, you know?
But we have a history.

TANNER
Hi gh-school .

ELI
H gh-school. Yes. What a Petri Dish for life that
was. Huh? What a bait and switch job? But we got
through it. Like doing tinme, you know? You get
through it with soneone and now you have a history
with that person.
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TANNER
| guess that’s true
ELI
You know it’s true. That’s why | agreed to take this
job. 1 don't work rmuch anynore. | think I’ m
retired.
TANNER
Retired? You're like thirty-six.
ELI
Thirty five.
TANNER
And you're retired. | guess, well, fuck, what do you
do all day?
ELI
| don't know. What can you do? You know what ?
chase skirt. | guess that’'s what | do. | chase skirt
now. Professionally.
TANNER

That sounds like a tough life.

ELI
It is tough. Wnen are crazy, Tanner. You must know.
Absol utely insane.

TANNER
I know.

ELI
Yes you do.

(Conversation trails off and Tanner |ooks around
nervously.)

TANNER
Yeah, but a, um ...
ELI
Ready to get down to it? You got it, Tanner
TANNER
Here? Right here?
ELI
This is as good a place as any. |It's not |like the

novies. That's the first thing | have to say right
now. It's not like the novies. And thank you for
being patient with ne. | inmagine it's got to be
unsettling, seeing ne.
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TANNER
No. Un. Alittle.
ELI
&oi ng through the process, | mean. Looking for

sonmeone to do a service for you, a personal service,
and then finding out, you know them that you went to
hi gh school with them him- ne.

TANNER
Yeah.
ELI
Right. So thank you. You let me run nmy nmouth a
little. | appreciate that. It makes ne feel

confortable. Now |l want you to feel confortable.

TANNER
kay.
ELI
Okay, shoot.
TANNER
So, |’ m having sonme problens at work.
ELI
Uh- huh.
TANNER
It'’s with nmy boss ...
ELI

Hol d on, Tanner.
stands and waves the bartender down.)

ELI
Can we get another round down here? denlivet, neat.
And, uh, | don't know, beer. And that’'s eighteen on
the denlivet.

sits)
ELI
Sorry
TANNER
It's fine.
ELI
Conti nue.
TANNER
So, |’ve been working at this conpany for four years
Now.
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(The Bartender returns with drinks, interrupting Tanner.)

ELI
Thank you. Don't worry, we tip big at the end.
Ckay? Don’t worry.

(The Bartender |eaves, annoyed)

ELI
Sorry, again. | know | said it’'s not |ike the
novies, but | want to be careful. This is sensitive.
Your issue is sensitive and | understand that.

TANNER
kay
ELI
Conti nue.
TANNER
My boss, | think he's going to fire ne.
ELI
Back up. Wat do you do?
TANNER
I"’ma VP.
ELI
VP? Very person? Very what ?
TANNER
Vice President.
ELI
Ah-ha. There's that lingo. VP. N ce. Were are you
a VP?
TANNER

Web conpany. MacroSear ch. com

ELI
What is that exactly? Web stuff? This is New York,
you know. Not fagland, California.

TANNER
It's a search conpany, |ike yahoo, or MSN, or google.

ELI
Fuck the lingo, Tannner. Now you're speaki ng fucking
greek to me, you know that?

TANNER

It's a website. You put in ternms, words, it finds
i nformation.
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ELI
No shit?
TANNER
Yeah
ELI
That’s nice. That sounds |ike a good business.
TANNER
It is.
ELI
So how does it work?
TANNER
Wl l, we have techs that work out nost of the search
al gor hyt hm..
ELI
So you don’t know. You're the VP and you don’t know.
TANNER
I know, all right, I know [I’'ve just, this is what
|"ve been trying to tell you. |’ve been narginalized
there. I'"man outlier.
ELI

An outlier? That ounds bad. Gkay, sorry. Continue.

TANNER
I think, the CEQ that’s Chief Executive Oficer,
wants ne out.

ELI
What' s his nanme?
TANNER
H s name is Bob Gerengard.
ELI
And how do you know Bob?
TANNER
W& were partners.
ELI

Partners? That is bad.

TANNER
Wy ?
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ELI
You got |anguage in your world. In nmy world,
‘partners’ is bad. It’s a buzz word. Partners. It’'s

a disaster waiting to happen.

TANNER
| don't know. Maybe it neans the sane thing in ny
i ndustry.

ELI
Maybe, you tell ne. You were partners.

TANNER
In Brisbane. That’'s in California. And we net these
guys. They were col |l ege guys, or right out of
col  ege. Anyway, they had the real new stuff.

ELI
New St uf f ?
TANNER
Technol ogy. They were coning at search in a whole
new way. |t was |ike eighteen nonths, nmaybe two

years ahead of anybody.

ELI
Ah- huh.

(Tanner pauses, suddenly considering is line of
conver sati on)

TANNER
| don't know why | amtelling you any this. It
doesn’t have anything to do with our, arrangenent.

ELI
Wait. Stop. You're telling ne for two reasons.
One. You want to. Wiich is fine. |'msafe, you can
tell ne. It’'s natural, but it’'s optional. Right?
Two. | need to know. Qur arrangenent, which is
really just a figment right now But still, the
arrangenent hinges on what you're telling nme. | have

to know. Like | said, this is personal business.

" mnot just sonme thug. You know ne. W went to High
School together. W' re shooting the shit. You're
telling me your woes.

TANNER
Al right.

ELI
Okay. Bob. Brisbane. New Stuff. Go

TANNER

So we have a neeting. W tell themwe have a platform
t hey can | aunch on.
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ELI
Platforn? | don’'t know what that is but it sounds
l'i ke bul I shit.
TANNER
Yeah. W had nothing. But we took them out, got
them drunk, | nean really drunk. And we picked up
these girls for them
ELI
Hooker s?
TANNER
Yeah.
ELI
Tanner. You're an animal. You got sone teeth

didn’'t see. Hookers and nerds. That’'s a fucking
secret fornula there.

TANNER
So we get back to their place. And their stuff, the
new stuff, it’s all out on their kitchen table.
Fucking piles of it. So Bob says lets look at it.

ELI
And, what do you say?

TANNER
| say fuck it. Let's just take it. Take it all

ELI
Ww. Balls. You ve got the conbination, friend.
Bal | s and brains.

TANNER
So we just pile everything, their papers, |aptops,
everything into our bags and we just fucking go.

ELI
Nice. And, they don't say shit?

TANNER
They’ re nobodies. They're kids. Six months later we
[ aunch MarcoSear ch.

ELI
Unh- huh. So what happened?

TANNER
It's okay. W're not profitable yet, but we’'re going
public in two nonths.

ELI
No, nman. Wth Bob. Wat happened with Bob?
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TANNER
He integrated everything. | was the marketing
partner. Look, Bob wants ne out. He's got the board
behi nd him
ELI
So what? Just wal k. Sounds |ike you' re nmaking |arge
cash.
TANNER
No. No, see | amnot. It all happens when we go out,
go public.
ELI

Wth the information?

TANNER
No, with the stock. Wen the stock goes public, |
sell ny shares. Three hundred thousand shares at
twenty dollars or nore. Do you get it?

ELI
| get it. Now that you painted the picture |I get it.
TANNER
Al right. Now, if they get ne out. |f Bob gets ne
out | don't see a dine. | don't see a fucking penny
of that noney.
ELI

Ww. That is a fucking bind. They got you agai nst
the wall there, friend.

TANNER
I know.
ELI
So then you call ne.
TANNER
Yes.
ELI
To handle it. To take care of Bob.
TANNER
Yes.
ELI
K. Twenty-thousand cash. Nobody hears from him
agai n.
TANNER
Wait, I'"mnot tal king about ...
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ELI
Hey. Just think on it a mnute. Ckay? Just think

(El'i stands and waves over the bartender.)

ELI
Oh, you're okay. | need one nore here. Dewers,
rocks. Got a little buzz on, switching to the cheap

stuff.

(The bartender places Eli's drink and | eaves qui ckly)

TANNER
I"'msorry if | mslead you Eli, but I'’mnot talking
about, about killing anyone.
ELI

Uh-huh. Okay. | think you are, but that’s not an
easy thing to say. Ckay? | know it isn't.

TANNER
No. | just want himscarred a little. | just need
to make it through two nore nonths.

ELI
Okay. Relax. Let’'s just drink mnute. W’re having
a drink. And really, what are we doing? W're
negotiating. That's it. W are negotiating what? An
act? | crine? Maybe. But also we are negotiating
your needs. Yes? What you need to happen. Yes?

TANNER
Yes.

ELI
Yes. So now tell ne. Wat is so inportant about
this noney? | nean, noney is inportant yes, but this
noney is inportant to you sonething fierce, or else
you woul dn’t be calling ne.

TANNER
Yes.
ELI
Okay. Wy?
TANNER
My wife. She's divorcing ne.
ELI
| told you they were crazy. Right. Ddn't | tel
you?
TANNER
Yeah.
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ELI
VWhat’' s her nane?
TANNER
Tam .
ELI
Tam is divorcing you.
TANNER
Yes
ELI
Wy ?
TANNER
She hired a PI.
ELI
Atail?
TANNER
Yes.
ELI
Uh-oh, Tam what are you doing? And | am guessing
pi ctures.
TANNER
Yes.
ELI
Jesus. Did he catch you getting your dick sucked?
TANNER
Yeah.
ELI

O fuck. Fuck! That’'s the nail in the coffin. |
have seen guys talk their way out all kinds of crazy
shit but as soon as the wife sees a blow job there
like | ocked on. Like a fucking homng mssile.

TANNER
Yeah.
ELI
That is bad news. |'msorry. Pre-nup?
TANNER
Yes.
ELI

Wel | okay. There you go ny-man. Thinki ng ahead.
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TANNER
She gets eighty percent now, but nothing in the
future.

ELI
That’ s a harsh not herfucki ng pre-nup.
TANNER
| was careful. She gets eighty percent of nothing
now. | nean, it wpes ne out, but conpared to the

stock, it's really nothing. And | amin the clear
when we go public.

ELI
Think it will stand?
TANNER
What .
ELI
Do you think it will hold up? | nean, shit, you were

talking a ot of noney before. A fucking wi ndfall of
noney. Mllions. That's a nagic fucking word,
MI1lions. Nothing says nade like mllions. It m ght
as well nean heaven, ‘cause when you are talking
mllions you have died and gone to fucking heaven.
It's going to nmean the sane thing to your ex and her
fucking lawyer, let me tell you.

TANNER
|’ ve got a pre-nup
ELI
Al right. | just hope you don't get a woman judge.
TANNER
It's a fucking pre-nup.
ELI
Shit man. You're right. | amsure its fine. |I'm
sure you knew what you were doing. |It's nice. | bet

you got the best fucking lawer, with the magnifying
glass out, building in every fucking windfall clause
in the book.

TANNER
W ndfall clause?
ELI
That’s why | brought it up. Wndfall. 1It’'s a |ega
term
TANNER
Holy shit.
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ELI
Ch brother, conme on. W live in an escalating world
nmy friend. Stakes don’t drop. The turn of the screw
only gets tighter. How |long have you been nmarried?

TANNER
Ei ght years.

ELI
Yeah, that was '92. Ckay. In '94, in jersey, this guy
has a pre-nup, right? Gets the divorce, cut and dry.
A year later he hits lotto. Insert magi c word.
Ml1lions. Lawer cones after him saying the pre-nup
didn’t cover ‘windfall events’. And his ex, who's now
doing his best friend of course, right? They re off,
living it up on the French fucking riveria. Wile
this guy, this fucking hunp who hit lotto, is back
wor ki ng at the car deal ership.

TANNER
How do you know all, | nean...

ELI
It's ny job to know, Tanner. This is a case | worked
on. It’'s my business.

TANNER
You nean...

ELI
Oh yeah. He put spent his percentage, his neager
fucki ng percentage on peace of mnd

TANNER
Vo w.

ELI
That’s sonething that’'s harder to cone by than you
think. Peace of mnd. Freedom They don’t use words
like that in business. The only tine you hear those
words you're talking to a priest, politician or
i nsurance salesman. That's their lingo. That's
their Iine of bullshit. But when people are tal king,
real ly tal king, those words are powerful stuff.

TANNER
Yes. You're right.

ELI
That’s what this world is suffering from Not enough
real conversation. You got fucking agendas, you got
angl es, everywhere you | ook people are trying to
screw you. And you're just trying to get by.

TANNER
No shit.
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ELI
No shit is right. So, since we're in agreenent to be
frank here. Candid. Let’s talk about Bob. He sounds

like an asshole, I'"'msorry. He does. |’'mrunning a
conpany. | have to pick between two guys to take
care of things. |’ve got Tanner and |’'ve got Bob

Cone on. The guy just sounds |ike an asshol e.

TANNER
He is. He really fucking is.

ELI
Al right. So he wants you out. You want himto
just lay off.

TANNER
Ri ght.
ELI
Okay, | got your notivation. Now, what's eating his
appl e? Huh?
TANNER
Things went bad. It was tinme for us to part ways a

long tine ago but we’ve both been hanging on. For
the stock. We're stuck there. Wrking tandem even
t hough we’'re not the right fit for each other

ELI
Cone on, Tanner. You' re back to the fucking Lingo.
Tanden? Right Fit? What the fuck?

TANNER
Al'l right. You caught ne.
ELI
Yes. Now, let ne guess. When things ‘went bad', it
was personal
TANNER
Yeah.
ELI
Uh- huh.  Conti nue.
TANNER

When we got the tech stuff, he set it all up. And
was the nmarketing nmanager.

(Tanner waits for a nonment of understanding in Eli but it
never cones)

ELI
Yeah, so0?
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TANNER
So, he fucking thinks I didn’t do anything. He says
he did everything and I don't deserve it the stock

ELI
Don't deserve it? You don’t fucking deserve it?
You're the fucking balls. Does the brain tell the
balls they don’t deserve to fuck? This guy is an
asshol e.

TANNER
I know it.
ELI
And what el se?
TANNER
What ?
ELI

You said it was personal. Wat's personal about it?
He doesn’t think you deserve it, that’'s business.
What's the personal el ement?

TANNER
Well, I"mnot even sure. You know? But | had a thing
with his wife.
ELI
You're not sure if you had a thing with his wfe?
TANNER
No. No. We did. I'mnot sure if he knows about it.
ELI
O course he knows. Holy shit of course he knows.
TANNER
Wy ?
ELI

Because he woul dn’t chance it. He wouldn't chance
pushi ng you out. You guys fucking stole to get this
big shit started. He's going to cut you out now? You
could ruin everything. You got the fucking whistle
right in your hand, he doesn’'t want you to blowit.
But! But you fucked his wi fe. That changes the gane.
You can’'t know what he’'s fucking thinking now Wo
knows what he's fucking thinking.

TANNER

You're right. | didn't see it. Mybe | didn't want
to see it.
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ELI
Right. Now you’'re thinking. So he knows. How do you
know he wants you out?

TANNER
H s secretary.
ELI
Uh- huh. How is that?
TANNER

I’ m seeing her. She saw it on Bob's enmail.

ELI
You're fucking his wife and his secretary? Shit. You
are the balls. Shit. You re going to be fucking ne
if I don't watch it, right?

TANNER
No, Mna, the secretary, | like her. And Bob’s wife,
that was like a fling.

ELI
Oh excuse ne, Tanner. Wiy don’t you tell that shit to
Bob?

TANNER
No, Mna is real.

ELI
M na m ght be real but the way your thinking sure
isn't.

TANNER
What ?

ELI
I"mseeing it now You re telling nme about it and now
| got the X-ray vision. You're dropping the old
wife. | nean fuck, eight years, |'msurprised you
didn't hire the tail yourself. You got wi fe two about
to cone across. And as | nice little weddi ng present
you're going to fucking heaven. Magi c word.
M11ions.

TANNER
Yeah.

ELI
But there are problens. You can sense them even
t hough you don’'t want to see them

(Tanner shakes his head yes.)
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ELI
So you go on that conputer. You search. You're
| ooking for a problem solver. Someone who can patch
up the little holes in your schema? Well it’s not
going to be easy. Ever work in a car dealership
Tanner ?

TANNER
No.

ELI
Al the time you get these guys coming in, looking to
trade up. They got the fucking jalopies they want to
pawn of f on you and drive away in a beaner. That's
what you're trying to pull.

TANNER

Come on.
ELI

No, you corme on. Alittle bit, that's what you're
trying to pull. It's okay. That's your job. You got
to dream | need to supply you with the reality of
the situation.

TANNER

And, what is that, exactly?

ELI
You' re doing good. You' re alnost there, but you have
to dreama little bigger. You got to cone on a
l[ittle stronger. Getting to heaven ain’t easy.

TANNER
Be pl ane.

ELI
Fair. Totally fair. Fuck the lingo. Well then here
it is. You can’t scare Bob. You fucked his wife. And
you can’t just shake your ex with pre-nup. Not when
you hit corporate lotto in two nonths. These fucking
probl ems, Tanner. You need to fix themand you can
Fi fty-thousand fixes your problens.

TANNER
Are you, are you fucking up-selling ne?

ELI
I's that how you want to swallow it? Go ahead. You
told ne to be plane.

TANNER
Holy shit.
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ELI
It’s okay. These are not easy decisions. Let’s have
one nore drink. This time a real drink for you. You
deserve it.
(Tanner hails the bartender)

ELI
Two G enlivets. Eighteen. Neat.

TANNER
Holy shit.

(The bartender bring the drinks to Eli. He puts one in
front of Tanner and keeps one)

ELI
Rel ax, ny man. It’s okay. Come on.

(El'i raises his glass to Tanner)

ELI
This is what | drink when soneone el se i s paying.

(Tanner raises his gl ass)

TANNER
To t hem bot h.

ELI
To t hem bot h.

(Tanner and Eli both drink. Eli inmediately checks his
wat ch)

TANNER
You have to be sonmewhere?
ELI
Inalittle while.
TANNER
Anot her job?
ELI
Yeah. Picking up ny check
TANNER
| thought you were retired. Kinda?
ELI
Like | said, | still do personal jobs.
TANNER

Sure. So what are our next steps here? Takeaways?
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ELI
Shit. You are snmooth with that lingo. Just like
H gh School. You know I always hated you, Tanner?
TANNER
VWhat ?
ELI
I"msorry, | haven't been one hundred percent honest
with you.
TANNER
What the fuck!
ELI
Just listen. [It’'s over.
TANNER
What ?
ELI
It was in the drink. The scotch. It'Il look like a
heart attack.
TANNER
Holy fuck. Holy Shit.
ELI

It was your wife, and Bob. Together. They hated you
too. Bob, he's crazy. He hooked ne up. Look right
her e.

(El'i nmoves his jacket |apel.)
ELI
Wreless Wb Cam Crazy! They wanted to watch.

M na, your secretary, they brought her in, she wanted
to watch too.

(El'i opens his wallet and puts noney on the bar.

ELI
| told you soneone el se was payi ng.

(Tanner chokes, and | ooks like he might throw up. Eli
checks his watch.)

ELI
You' ve got about two minutes. So, if you want, go
ahead and try to say sonething real. I'Il try and

remenber it.
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